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Nicaragua: Reports By Authorities On Clashes With Contras
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Four contras were killed in the early morning hours on May 22 in fighting with Sandinista troops on
Las Nubes hill in Zelaya department, some 235 km. southeast of Managua, close to the road between
Juigalpa and Rama. A contra unit of 15 men was apparently engaged in trying to destroy electricity
pylons in the area. 1st Lt. Julio Mejias, 52nd brigade chief in the fifth military region, told reporters
that the FDN (Nicaraguan Democratic Force) unit was ambushed by a Sandinista army patrol.
Mejias said the contras planned at cutting off electricity in the region and establishing a barricade
on the only road via which goods are transported to Rama from Bluefields and vice versa. He
added that the contras were carrying C-4 explosives and were operating in small groups which had
infiltrated from Honduras. On the previous day, May 21, a 60-man contra unit reportedly attempt to
block the road, but withdrew when Sandinista troops opened fire. No losses were reported on either
side in this incident. On the evening of May 21, the Defense Ministry released a report on fighting
and casualties May 1 through May 20. The report reiterated that the "contra removal operation" in
northern Nicaragua (Jinotega department), concluded on May 11, resulted in 52 contra deaths, and
about 26 wounded. On the Sandinista side, eight troops were killed, and a helicopter was shot down.
(See "Sandinista Army Expels Contras From Northern Nicaragua," CAU 05/18/87, for additional
details of this operation.) Throughout the period in question, said the Ministry report, 11 Sandinista
soldiers were injured. Most battles in early May outside the major confrontation near the Honduran
border occurred near San Pedro del Norte and Nueva Guinea in Zelaya department; Wiwili and
Pantasma, Jinotega department; and, Quilali, Nueva Segovia department. In these areas and others,
six actions were carried out by the contras against civilians and economic targets, resulting in the
deaths of 11 civilians, seven wounded, and two kidnappings. Two ambushes of civilian vehicles
near Piedra Larga in Esteli department, and El Guabo in Matagalpa department on May 12 and May
13, respectively, followed by another in Jinotega department (six kilometers southeast of Wiwili)
resulted in the death of one civilian, four wounded and one kidnapping victim. The largest number
of civilian deaths occurred during a May 13 attack on the village of Loma Alta, 10 km. south of
Pantasma, Jinotega department. Five civilians died in this incident. On May 18, contras attack the
"Los Tanques" cooperative, 33 km. northeast of Camoapa in Boaco department, killing four civilians,
including two children. Another civilian was wounded. Finally, on May 20 two contras were killed in
fighting with the Sandinista army some five kilometers southwest of Almendro, Zelaya department.
Documents found on one of the bodies indicated that he was a Costa Rican citizen living in Alajuela
province. (PRENSA LATINA, 05/22/87, 05/23/87) [According to an article dated May 22 by Stephen
Kinzer of the NEW YORK TIMES (05/23/87), intelligence reports from Honduras suggested that
800 contras fled to sanctuaries in that country in escaping the Sandinista operation completed
on May 11. Contra spokesmen said their forces had simply moved to nearby parts of Nicaragua.
According to the contras, four of their number had been killed in the operation, while the Sandinista
deaths were estimated at 40. The Sandinista helicopter was reportedly shot down by a US-made
Redeye missile. It was the first time the Nicaraguan government had admitted losing a copter to
hostile fire. Kinzer reported that on May 22, diplomats said the Nicaraguan Air Force had actually
lost two helicopters in the Jinotega operation. Military officers identified the craft as Soviet-made
Mi-17 transport copters. In a telephone interview from Miami, a spokeswoman for the FDN said
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the contras had never intended to establish a permanent presence in northern Jinotega. "We
don't consider this to have been a defeat at all, but rather a strategic victory," said Marta Sacasa.
"We attracted a large number of troops to an area where they now have to be supplied by air or
move out. Our force was much smaller and not as well armed...The important thing is not to hold
fixed positions, but to dominate the zone, which we do." Summing up the situation, one foreign
ambassador in Managua said, "For the time being at least, the contras can no longer say to the
Hondurans and the Americans and the world that they have a command post inside Nicaragua."]
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